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 ONESIMUS, & 


OX=£5:0s was a ſervant (or ſlave) in the 
houſe of one- Philemon, This Philemon 


. 


ſeems to have been remarkable heing a good 
Chriſtian, for the Apoſtle Paul Very particularly 
mentions, his Love and Faith towards the Lord 
Jeſus, and towards all Saints.” It is plain then 
that Oneſimus muſt have had great advantages by 
living in io houſe of ſuch a maſter ; and one 
would think that he muſt have been a good Chriſ. 
tian alſo. No, he was far ,otherwiſe. He was quite 
inſenüble of his advantages, - ough there is 
ſaid to have been a . a Church,” that is, a collettion 
of warthipping Chriftians,-in Philemon“ houſe, yet 


KEES Oneſimus ſeems to have been not at all the better 


"al 
Ss 


for i ity He received no doubt the inſtruttions, he 


© attend 52 reg gularly at the family. prayers, he alſo 
behe lu daily the 


right example of Philemon, and 
yet his heart continue to be hardened. I ſhould 
think it probable that Oneſimus was very blind and 
ignorant reſpetting Religion, and alſo very careleſs 
about it, ſo that all the Spiritual Inſtrüction he 
received would go in at ope car; as the ſaying is, 


and go out at the other, In the mean time, temp. 


tations of various kinds would 3 come upon 
him, and thus he would advance from bad to 
worſe, for one fin commonly leads on to another, 


Id at length his heart being dreadfully hardened, he 


*would be ready for almoſt any wickedneſs. It ſeems 
St. Pauls account, that he became an un- 
faithful ſervant d actually robbed his maſter, 
and that he then ß way (perhaps taking his booty 


A with = "Ny do — e of Rome, where It 


3 a $4. ne NES > * 


= 
* * 
+ M4 , 
, 4 i 
9 „ . » 
i 12. = 
ww. 1 * w ho 
43 by I c 5 
— * 4+ by _ 4 


= * 
: - 
12 


- * - 
4 
Fe, I - 
* a * 


Ro TR = 
= —. 2. þ-- - 4 es. TS. „ amo © Ro i and LO ji r_ UU Amnd os -+ 


„ db. £2 Ar SH 4,040», 


”. ' 


ö 


=- 


Ka n 
would be eaſy: for Oneſimus to concez] bipfell, 


70 as it is eaſy for a man who has played the vil Jt: 


ain ſome. where at a diſtance in this coumry, o lie 
hid in London now. 

If the preſent ſtory were to ſtop here, where 
then, it might be ſaid, 1s the uſe of having all theſe 


family prayers and this “ Church in the bouſe ?” 


Why the very ſervants you inſtrutt will ſtill eheat 
you juſt as much as if they were not inftruted, 
and it is as well therefore to leave them to g 
ir Be ak way, without trying to make them reli- 
I will not ſtop to reply to this obſervation 
ere, 8 as we go on wich the ſtory,. the apr 
ſwer will be plain enoug 
What I have next to Lemark of Oneſimus, is, 
that when he got to Rome, he went to bear the 


1 5 Paul preach. We are not told the reaſon a 
It is not im- 


his firſt attending on the Apoſtle. 
prohable, however, that ſome qualm of conſcience 
might put him upon this viſit. Methinks I ſee him 
for a few, days or weeks rioting in vice, ſpendi 
freely the handful of plunder which he had carri 
off, and as his pocket grows low, becoming low in 


ſpirits alſo. At length his laſt ſhilling i is gone. Alas! 
ne has no Chriſtian maſter to ſupport him, no friend 


to pity him and now having firſt doubted poſlibly 


whether to plunge into ſome new crime in order 
to relieve his growing diſtreſſes, he bethinks him- 
ſelf of what he had once ſo careleſsly heard in Phi. 
lemon's houſe, and ſays within his heart eil, there 


can be noœ comfort, no hope, no chance of delive - 
rance for me now, but from the Goſpel..” 1 chin 
it is alſo poſſible that he might have occaſionally 


overheard the name of Paul menuoped while: me 
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in his conſcience at Rome. Paul therefore is the 


man to whom he would natufally fly for relief. 


Let no maſter then deſpair of being an inſtru- 


ment of good to his ſervants, even though for a 


time he ſhould ſee no fruit 'of his labors. I am 
rags there has been many a footman, or ſtable 
oy, or other ſervant, both male and female, who 


has continued thoughtleſs and profane during the. 


whole time of reſidence in a religious maſter's 
houſe, and who nevertheleſs has been ſtruck to 
the heart afterwards, and has profited materially 
in the end, by ſome hint which appeared to have 


no effect at the time of receiving it. 


But we are next to ſpeak of a new ſcene which 
preſents itſelf. Oneſimus is converted to Chrif- 
tianity under Paul's miniſtry. The ſinner is con- 


victed of his fin. Through God's mercy the Run- 


away is arreſted in his mad and wicked courſe; 
The poor guilty wretch of courſe confeſſes to Paul 


bis guilt, and through the infinite grace of God in 


Chriſt he obtains er and the hope of eternal 
life. 


Here then is a ſtriking proof. of the rich provi- 


ſion of mercy which there is in che Goſpel. A 
run-away flave and a thief may become a partaker 
of it: God can grant even to the vileſt and moſt 
miſerable ſinner repentance unto life; and it is pro- 


per therefore, that all ſhould pray to God for a 


heart to repent, and that no one ſhould deſpair. 


It is plain from many ſigns that the repentance of 
| Drelmus was ſincere. In the firſt place I think 
We may take Paul's word that it was ſo, for Paul 
would not have ſpoken ſo decidedly as he did, if 
he had not firſt enquired into the caſey. Noz A 
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was waking at Philemon's table, and „en pricked 
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will! warrant you Paul examined Oneſimus very 
cloſely, for Paul's charity did not conſiſt in be- 


lieving in a good-natured way that every one was 
a Chriſtian who ſaid that he was ſo: on the con- 
trary, Paul's Charity led him to be careful and 
jealous leſt he ſhould comfort his flock with a 
falſe hope, or ſhopld flatter the perſon of any one, 
It made him thereſore exceedingly particular in ex- 
amining the ſtate of men's ſouls: and hence it 
comes to pals that the words of Paul have fo much 
weight whenever he pronounces any one to be a 
Chriſtian. 828 9 

But the ſincerity of Oneſimus's repentance is 


J. ſtill further proved by a circumſtance which is 


diſtinctly mentioned; I mean by his readineſs to 


take Paul's advice when he bids him go back again 


to his injured maſter. Now a falſe penitent would 
differ from Oneſimus in this particular, A falſe 
penitent would make a thouſand objections to ſuch 
a meaſure, What, he would ſay, “ muſt I go back 
to my maſter whom I have wronged? I dare not 


ſhow my face before him, nor before my fellow _ 


ſervants. I ſhall fink into the earth when I ſee 
them. Beſides, where is the neceſſity for returning? 


I am willing to repent indeed, but may I not re- 


pent at Rome? Surely I may be allowed to remain 


here in my preſent obſcurity, for the diſgrace of 
Aeeing my maſter and all my old friends again is 

more than I can bear, but I will bear any thing 
elſe; J will live hard and work honeſtly, and I 
will the very ſorry for my fin, and I will continue to 
attend Paul! | 

+ But-go back again in the firſt place to your maſter,” 
ſays, Paul, Go and own to him what you have 
dene; away with all this pride and evil ſhame which 


s preaching, Surely this will ſuffice.” 
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Tee. you. Subrmic to the difgraee you ha ive 
; evil y 


ought on yourſelf, and try to repair th 


N ve done as well as you can, by working hard for 


lemon in the time to come: endeavour to earn 


for him as much money as bites have ſtolen from 


Him, and be not afraid of Pliitemoni' wrath, for 1 


Vill give you a letter to him. This is the proof I 
require of your finccrity.“ 166 


How wife and judicious was this adyite of Faul 
to Onefimus! „ Whom,” ſays he in the leiter“ 1 
have ſent again,” that is, whom I have ſent back 
again in order that he may confeſs his whole fault 
to you. and return into your ſervice. The confel- 
fion of the fin againſt Philemon was better in this 
caſe than any general confeſſion of faith, or than 


any plauſible tale of One ſiſſuss converſion ; and 


fo it may be obſerved in other caſes, that a readi- 
neſs to go back at all hazards, and to acknowledge 


dur crime to the perſon we have offended, and. to 


repair it as well as we are able, is the firſt proof of 
fincerity that ſhould be required; whereas an un- 
willingneſs to return implies much remaining 

ride of heart, a very ſinfuf ſort of ſhame, a dif- 


regard to ſtrict honeſty, and a fear of conſequences 
that is inconſiſtent with that faith and truſt in 94 
which accompany true repentance. 


Onefimus as I have faid, conſented to return; 


and let us not ſuppoſe that be is ROW to be pitied 


on that account, or that any great miſeries werg in 
conſequence about to fall upon his head. No, let 


us congratulate him rather an his right, reſolution, 
Tor I will warraht yor that" after the firſt affe kling 
ſcene was over, he would be much the happier for it, 


- and let us remember al fo, that we are to confer 


"Ys now LY a , who has cats —_ 
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fen people, and that he eparts,. bearing in. 


common Saviour. | 


life of his very ſoul to the apoſtle, and he then en- 
- treats Philemon, for love's ſake, to comply with 


and that letter of St. Paul to Philemon el 
have ſpoken of, and which forms one. of the ſhort 
Books or Epiſtles of the New Teſtament. How kind, 1, 
how affeftionate, haw condeſcending does every - 
part of this Epi le appear when it is carefully exe 
amined! It is a ſpecimen of the Chriſtian ſpirit, and 
we ſhall therefore now turn from Oneſimus's cha- 
rafter to the contemplation of that of Paul, which 
we have here a fine opportunity of conſidering. 
Paul was now. grown extremely old, and he had 
ſuffered much 1 in the cauſe of the Goſpel. He was 
at this very. time a priſoner, and it was while in 
priſon and in bonds that he had preached ſo ef- 
fectually to Oneſimus. It is likewiſe remarkable 
that not only Oaeſimus the ſlave, but that Phile- 
mon the maſter alſe, to whom the letter was addreſ- 
ſed, had been gonverted through Paul's ministry. 
Thus therefore this venerable Saint was able to 
Vrite with che authority that belonged to him both 
as an Apoſtle, as an öld man, and as Philemon's 
father in Chriſt, as the father in like manner of 
Oneſimus, and as a chief ſufferer, who was ſoon 
alſo to grove a noble Martyr, in the cauſe of. e 
What then is che ground which he may be ſup- I 
oſed to take in order to perſuade Philemon oe 10 
pole the poor converted ſlave that is ſent back to 
wo The ground he takes is this: He forbearg, 
he ſays, from that exerciſe of his authority: which 
ch a one as he might uſe; he hints, ina ok af- 
ſecting manner, how y 7 i himſelf had; awedjit 


Re carnelt requeſt that is made to him, ene 


Y 


"(x ) 
timating alfo the worldly Piet which Philemon 
would derive from having now a Chriſtian ſervant 
inſtead of an unbelieving one. But let us cute 
| the apoſtles own words—* wherefote,” ſays he, 
* though I might be bold in Chriſt to enjoin thee 
that which is convenient, yet, for love's ſake, I ra- 
ther beſeech thee, being ſuch a one as Paul the 
aged, and now alſo a Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt; I 
beſeech thee for my ſon Oneſimus, whom I have 
begotten in my bonds, which in times paſt was to 
| thee unprofitable, but is now profitable to thee 
and to me, whom ! have ſent again, thou. there- 
fore receive him that is mine own Bowels.” And 
then he adds, Thou therefore receive him not 
now as a nag: but above a ſervant, a brother 
beloved, eſpecially to me, but how much more 
un: o thee both in the fleſh and in the Lord.“ 
Waadt an aſtoniſhing difference does Chriſtianity 
wake in men! What la kind, of ſpirit do we here 
ttace! How ſtrange alſo muſt alt this love and 
condeſcenſion ſeem to ſome people! A man of the 
world. whoſe ſervant had robbed him and run a- 
way, would never believe Chriſtianity could con- 
wert the man, and would diſdain to receive ſuch a 
kind f letter as have deſcribed. I am per- 
ſaaded” alſo my readers will agree, that a worldly 
correſpondent, though natwally ever ſo humane, 
would be very far from writing ſuch a kind of 


letter as this; and certainly an unrepenting and 


worldly minded flave would ill deſerve to have 
it written. — But how affe gionately does the 

poſtle ſtill procetd “ If, fays Paul, „thou eU 
me therefore a partner, receive him as myſelf. If 
he hach wronged thze, or oweth thee ought, put 
that on mine account. I Paul * written it 


with mine own band, T will repay it. Albert? 1 da 


no doubt, into the loweſt infamy as well as po- 


rt bs a on 0 m0 „ 60 


ing of teeth.“ 


- From whence he had fled as a Culprit, and the ſame 


9) 


not ſay to thee: how thou oweſt to me chine own 
ſelf beſides.“ | 

And now let it be retharked, what a happy in- 
fluence had Chriſtianity on the whole condition of 
this poor wretched Run-away. He was fink ing, 


verty and woe when he firſt waited on Paul: he 
was living, I dare fay, among the dregs of the 
people at Rome; and if he had remained uncon- 
verted, if either he had not gone to Paul, or * 
having gone ſô him he had again hardened His 
heart, and returned to his former wickedneſs; he 
would probably haye ended his days on the Cruci- 
fix' or Gibbet, or at leaſt he would have ſoon pe- 
riſhed through want, unknown and unregarded, for 
he would have been ſwept away among, the thou- 
ſands whom the vice and wickedneſs of every 
great City are continually ſending to an un- 
timely grave: A guilty conſcience alſo would have 
haunted him in his laſt hours, and after death he 
muſt have ſtood before an offended Cod, and o 
at laſt he muſt have had his portion in "that Place | 
where “ there is weeping, : and wailing,, and e | 


Eur 


How happy then I ſay, how tran ſporting w as the 


change! The pride © "Hi Heart being ie ub. 


dued through that ble ſſed Goſpel which was made 
known to him, he returns to his maſter. This was 
a great ſtep. He returns to flavery indeed, but to 
a ſlavery no doubt that was extremely mild, and 
that ſcarcely deſerved the name**for he is imme- 
diately received even as a Brother into the family 


Epiſtle of Paul which introduced him to Philemon, 


.the company of thoſe 5 vho have waſhed 100 


2 | 10 
would nov e b. 9 doubt to many 
members of the Church at Coluſſus, with whom he 
would. become united in the bonds of Chriſtian 
love. Nay, if we believe. the; report of hiſtory, 
bis good conduct as a flave ſoon afterwards, gained 
him his liberty, and he even role, as ſome have ſup- 
poſed though of this there may he a certain degree 


of doubt; to the ſituation of a, Miniſter or Teacher 


of the infant Chriſtian Church. n 

But whatever his, condition may have been dur- 
ing the remainder of his days on earth, (and it is 
indeed comparatively of liule moment) of this at 
Jeaſt we are ſure, that his everlaſting happineſs 
was fecured, and that he is now, numbered among 
garments, and made them White in the blood of 
the Lamb; whole offences in this life axe pardonec 
through the-merits of Chriſt. and wha are ſtanding 
before the throne of God., There the great apoſtle 
Paul, and his excellent fliend Philemon, and there 


alſo the converted live Oneſimus, unite with one 


voice in that triumphant ſongs.{God grant that each 


of us may one day join in it,) Unto Him that 


bath loyed A e d ue em our lies io, his 
own blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts 


| unto God and his Father, unto Him be Glory and 
Dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 
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Ax AppiicaTion of the above Story: _ 


to the Caſe of thoſe unhappy Men and Women, wha, | 4 


like One ſimus, Raue left their Home. and have got 
into a bad May of Life, 
THE ſtory, which we have related, may be 
uſeful to perfons of every clals, but there is a very 
particular application of it which may be made 
to thoſe who, in ſome meaſure, reſemble the run- 
away and unconverted Oneftmus, 


I mean now, therefore, to addreſs myſelf to 


thoſe who, through ſome falſe. ftep in life, and 
perhaps by adding ons piece of miſcondutt to ano- | 
ther, have fallen into any very diſtreſsful and dif- 
graceful circumftances. I addreſs myſelf more eſpe- 
cially to thofe unhappy women, who, like Oneſimus, 
have run away from their proper home, where once 
perhaps they may have heard ſomething af the 


Goſpel, though they did not attentl to it, 'anfl who ** 


are now. ruined' in their character, who are alſo 
plunged by their growing neceſſities into a life of 
open and allowed fin, and are periſhing both as to 
body and foul, either in our great towns, or among 
the dregs of the peoplo of our metropolis. f 
I 'would entreat ſuch perſons to confider a little 

the caſe of this poor Oneſimus, at the time he was 
plunged, as I have ſuppoſed him to have been, in 
the debaucheries of Rome, and when he muſt be 
viewed as a run-away, and even a thief and a va- 
gabond. Methinks he ceſembled, in a few leading 
particulars, what ſome of you may be at preſent. 
Now it happened: that Oneſimus went one day to 
hear Paul preach. What if you vere for once in 
your lives, to do the ſame ? I mean, What if you 


were to go and hear the preaching of ſome faithful 


1 (12 

and zealous Miniſter of Chriſt, ſome follower of 
Paul the Apoſtle? 1 Would advife you, if you 
think of doing it at all, to go on the very next 
Sabbath. Oneſimus, by hearing Paul preach, was 
delivered out of all his troubles, for he was ef- 
ſectually converted to Chriſtianity; and who knows 
whether if you purſue the ſame means, it may not 
pleaſe God to ſave vou, both body and ſoul, 


any other way than chat which Oneſimus actually 
took, by which he could have been recovered; 

und, depend upon it, if ever you eſcape, and are 
reſtored to peace, to happineſs, and to ſociety, it 
muſt be by the ſame mighty power of the Goſpel. 

Would to God, that ſome unhappy creature, who 
reads this tale, and who has tmitated Oneſimus in his 
wWanderings, might imitate him alſo in his repent- 
ance: Would to God that ſome loſt ſheep might 
thus be broughi back into tha fold of Chriſt. Would 
to God; that ſome Prodigal Son, for inſtance, might he 
perſuaded, like the Prodigalin the Goſpel, to repent 
and return to his father's houſe; or that ſome wo- 
man, who is a ſinner, while ſhe is reading this tale, 
might find her eyes begin to ſtream with tears, 
| Tke the Magdalen who wept. fo plentifully at the 
feet of our Saviour, and might, like her, attain to 


79 


nns, which are many,” are forgiven her. 
%% But what can we do,” metbinks I hear a whole 


reſtored to all the comforts you ſpeak of; we are 
I - charmed at the very mention of ſuch happineſs, but 
we know not bow to get poſſeſſion of it.“ I anſwer, 
do then, in all reſpetts like Oneſimus. Take ex- 
ample, as far as your cafe will allow, from all. the 


in the fame manner. Indeed, I can hardly imagine. 


{a comfortable and well- grounded hope, that“ 1 1 


zukitude of ſuch perſons weply, 5+ We long to be 
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lo r circumſtances which may be ſuppoſed to 
have belonged to his tale. Firſt of all, he at 
tended Paul's preaching, after which, I ſuppoſe, 
he called on the Apoſtle, and told bim his ſtory. 
The. Apoſtle, indeed, was a poor man himſelf, and 
a priſoner alſo; ſo that a little good advice, (Chich, 
however, is a very valuable thing) was all that 
could be got from him; except, indeed, that Paul 
being acquainted with a number of. good Chriſ- 
tians, among whom there might be ſome rich ones 
alſo; he was able to give Oneſimus a letter of 
Introduction, if he thought proper. The ſame 
thing, perhaps, may bappen now. If you. will 
call on fome Miniſter of the Goſpel, after having 
for a while attended his preaching, provided he 
judges you to be truly penitent, he will be in- 
duced, perhaps, if poor himſelf, to give vou a 
recommendation to ſome Chriſtian friend of his, 
to ſome capital houſe-keeper, like Philemon. 

But, ſhall I tell you what will be his difficulty? 
A ſwhpicion will immediately ariſe about your” ſin- 
cerity, and the removal of this ſuſpicion. is the 
great thing which you mult aim at. Oneſimus 
ſucceeded in removing this ſuſpicion from the 
mind of Paul; for, if he had not, I am ſure Paul 


would never have written ſuch a letter as he did tio 


Philemon. 
Let me, then, cloſe with a little 3 as to 


this point, I mean as tg the manner in which you 
muſt give proof of your ſincerity. 

- Firſt, when you confels your faults to any one 
of whom you aſk help, do not confeſs them by 


halves. I have known ſome perſons acknowledge 2 


a few things which they have done - wrong, and 
1 828 indeed, they could not hide, while they 
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Gave been mightily MM upon other points. 
They have left out half their ſtory. They have 
thought, perhaps, to ſpare themſelves —— 4 but, 
in fakt, it has commonly proyed, that what was 
concealed was afterwards diſcovered, and they 
have been rejefted, not at. all on account of any 
unvillingneſs to help them, though hitherto £yer 
ſo wicked, but on account of it's continuing ſtill 
to he impoſſible to, put any truſt in them. One- 
fimus, I warrant you, confeſſed his whole fin to 
Paul, and was not detected. afterwards in =o ad 
_— ations or excuſes, or falſe colourings. 

Again, draw nearer and nearer to Religion. d 
E - 1:2 agg Avoid bad company. Attend dili 
gently on the preaching of the Goſpel; and endea- 
vour to make acquaintance with thoſe who attend 
alſo, and who, however poor, are religious. One- 
fimus had become one among the litde ſociety of 
the © Saints which were at Rome,” at the time 
When Faul wrote ſo confidently of his fincerity. 

Again, put away your pride and falſe Mme; 
yery forlorn and wicked people are often very 
proud, and this pride works in a thouſand ways, 
ſo as to hinder their deliverance. Onefimus ſub- 
mitted to go back to his old maſter, notwithſtand- 
ing all the ſhame that attended his return; and 
you muſt ſhew ſomething of the ſame temper, if 
vou expect any one who underſtands the human 
heart, ſo as all Chriſtians gflork to put ae in 
our lincerity. _- 

Again, put your truſt in God. Dare to fulfil 
your preſent duty; and do not reaſon too much 
about conſequences, God has all events, and he 


bas likewiſe all hearts in his hand: and he can and 
© will make a way dur your eſcape, as he did for 


£ 


Con 


"- HAS 8 | 
that of Onefimus, if you reſolve fully to fear 
him, and put your truſt in him. 

Again, determine on a life of induſtry; 1 alt 
idleneſs in you muſt be diſhonefty. Oneſimus 
went and worked even as a flave. I hope yoa 
have no objeRion to go and work any where as 2 
ſervant, and to accept even the loweſt ſervice, I 


hope too, you deſire to be a very diligent and 
e 


profitable fervant. Oneſimus, as St. Paul ob- 
ſerves, “ had been once qnprofitable, but was now 


e profitable.” He became a moſt valuable hard- 


working man when he became a Chriſtian. 

But, above al] things, take care to be what you 
wiſh to appear; take care, I mean, to be a moſt 
ſincere and true penitent. Ii is a ſmall matter to 
feem ſincere in the fight of your fellow. creatu fes, 
'when you are not fo in the fight of God., Th Heart 
is deceitful. Enter, therefore, deeply into this 
matter. Confider your own weakneſs in times paſt; 
fly from temptation; be often on your knees alſo 
ing your fins, and praying to God to 
ſtrengthen you by his Holy Spirit; pray to him, in 


ſhort, „ to ſearch and to try you, to prove you, 
and examine Four way s, to look wel! if there be 


any way of wickedneſs in you, and to lead you in 


the way everlaſting,” 


And now, are you ſtill out of ſpirits and de- 
ſponding? Do you ſtill think there is no friend to 
pity you, no help near you, and that no Miniſter, 


af yOu ſhould go to him, will take notice of your 


caſe? I will add another hint on this ſubje&,. When 


Oneſimus firſt went to Paul, I dare ſay he little 


expected to get ſuch a kind letter as he obtained. 
Shall I then explain to you what was the cauſe 
which made Paul condeicend fo Ne: to this 


7 


3 ;repenting. finner, It was, OR - Paul ,was 


Ws f 26 0) 4 


once a great finner himſelf; , he could remember. a 
time, when (though he never was a thief or a run- 
away] vet he was a hinderer of the, Goſpel, and 
even a perſecutor alſo. But Paul, had obtained 
mercy,, And now it became the happineſs of his 
life to tell of the grace of Jeſus Chriſt. 4 Unto 
$, me,” ſaid he, + who am leſs than, the leaſt of all 

+. Saints, is this grace given, that 1 ſhould; preach 
6 among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
C Chriſt.“ He thought it the reateſſ honor in the 
world to be allewed to publiſh amon the vileſt 


Gentiles, the ſalvation of the bleſſed Jeſus. So is it 
alſo now. The very beſt men on earth, whether Chril. 
tian Miniſters or Chriſtian People, like Paul, owe 


all to mercy, and they long therefore to commend 


yon to the fame mercy, and to ſtretch. out their 


hand for your rehef, | 
. Learn, then, to underſtand the true 8 to 


3 your recovery. It is not that there are no Chriſ- 


zians who will help you. It is not there de, no 
means of deliverance for you, for we bave thewn 


bg vou that if there is a will there j is a way.” It is 
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bot that you are driven into ſin by an irreſiſtible 
fate, for God is above fate, anc Cod drives no 


man into fin. It is, in ſhort, your own fault, and 


1 your-own fault alone. Eſcape, then, immediately. 
Give no fleep to your eyes, nor ſlumber to your 


eyelids, till you have taken ſome ſtep towards your 


recovery. Remember, in ſhort, that if Oneſimus 

_ [eſgaped, fo may you; and that if you uſe not the 

ſame means, this very ſtory of Oneſimus will one 
day riſe up in | Judgement a8 1. 
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